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WHAT MEAN WE BY THE WORD 
REGENERATION? 



Question. Wliat mean we by the word 

E-EGENEBATION ? 

Answer. In the Scriptural sense and 
use of the word, a new eba in Man's 
position, as spiritually corrupt and " guilty Rom. iii. 19. 
before God ;" consequent on the fact of our 
Saviour, the God-Man " who was delivered Rom. iv. 26. 
because of our offences," having been 
" raised because of our being held guilt- 
less" and free thenceforth to live (as HeJohnxiv. 
in our redeemed nature, so we by being ^7..,^9; 
made partakers of that nature, as it now Rom. y. 18. 
is) in Him. A new era commencing, his- 1 Cor. xv. 
torically, from that day of His resurrection S' ^'°^* ** 
from tae dead when, having suffered and Luke xxii. 
died for us in our accursed and God-for- 1^; ^^•.. 07 
saken humanity. He was marked off fit)m 2 Corfv. 2h 

Gal. iii. 13. Matt, xxvii.46. Mark xv. 34. Heb. v. 7. 1 Pet! 
iii. 18 ; iv. 1. 

a2 
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4 WHAT MEAN W£ BY 

Rom. i.4. all other men as "Son of God invested 
Johnxiii. 8; (thenceforth) with power" to make our 

1 ^Pet. 'iii. sinful bodies clean, by giving us part with 
21 ; iv. 6. Him in His spiritual body — " so that the 

judgment (under which we are bora) 
should be on us €t8 we are men, i/n flesh ; 

2 Pet. i. 4. but that as hwi/ng part with God, (our 

Redeemer and Sanctifier,) we yet should 
have life, in Spirit ^ 

Q. Where do we find the word used in 
the Scriptures to denote a new era in the 
history of mankind ? 

A. In Matt. xix. 28, where the Eege- 
NEBATION is definitively described by our 
Lord as " the time when the Son of Man 
shall be seated on the throne of His gloir ;" 
and when. He further declares, there shall 
be twelve that have followed Him " seated 
on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.*' 

Q. May not our Lord have spoken 

there of "the times of restitution of aU 

things," and of the end of this world ? 

A. Not surely of " the end, when JB[e 

If^^ ^^* *^^^ ^^^ delivered up His (mediatorial) 

kingdom to Gk)d the Father;" when, aU 

Rom. xiv. 9. things having become subject unto Him, 

"the Son also Himselt* shall be subject 

unto Him that put all things under Him;" 

Acts iii. 21. but of those times, until the expiration of 

25^*Heb^x ^^^^^ («XP* xpovmv i3v k.tX,) received up 

12* 13. «« Son of Man into Heaven, " He must 
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THE WOBD BEGENfiBATION ? 5 

reign until He hath put all enemies under 
His feet." Of those " times of re-consti- 
tution of all things (atroKaTatndtniaQ iray- 
r€«;i) in this lower world, of which, since 
the world began, Grod hath spoken by the 
mouth of all His holy Prophets ;" those 
times which the coming of the Elijah of Mai. iv. 5, 6. 
the New Covenant was to pave the way ?I*";i^^"* 

r. ^ /»ux . y ^ - '^ . , ^ 11—13. 

lor ( HAcac fitv (.p\€.Tai vpwToy Kai airo«:ara- Mark ix. 12, 

cmjtrti TraVra) ; and so "the days whereof ^3- 
Moses, and all the Prophets from Samuel ^^'^^ "'•^^• 
and his successors, ha!d foretold" — even 
the days that are now, in the Chubch, Eph. iii. 10. 
that last and crowning Economy of Divine 
Grace, under which to the Jews first, but 
not less to the Gentiles abo, " Grod, hav- 
ing raised up His Son Jesus, hath sent 
Hun to bless us in turning away every one Acts iii. 26. 
of us from our iniquities." 

Q, Understanding the Reoenebation, 
then, in our Lord's use of the term, to 
have pointed to that period subsequent to 
His Kesurrection from the Dead, when 
the Son of Man (made perfect, as such,Heb. ii. 10; 
through sufferings) should have " entered ^- ^» ^- }^' 
into His glory," and be seated at the right sel Eph.^I. 
hand of the Majesty on high, as " Head 20-22. 
over all to His Church" fit)m that time to ^^^' »• ^' 
be militant on earth — in what sense now are 
the Twelve abo " seated on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel r" 

A. Not in that sense, assuredly, in 

A3 
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6 WHAT UEJLS WE BY 

John V. 22 which "the Father hath committed all judg- 

— 27. mewb (r^v Kpi<nv vdaay UBiaKt) Tmto the 

Son :" not in that sense in which, a8 the 

test of its righteousness (i. e. its final ae- 

Actflxvii. ceptance with Him), Qod will one day 

^^' judge the world by that One Pattern 

Man, of whom this is His precise and 

1 Jol)n V. positive declaration to us : He that hath 

11—12. THE SOK, HATH LIEE : HE THAT HATH 

NOT THE Son oe God, hath not life. 
Luke xxiv. But, as " the chosen witnesses" who from 
48. John ^1j0 j)a,y when Christ was raised in the 
Acta i. 2. 8; glory of that Spiritual Humanity, in which 
X. 39—42. before their eyes He ascended to God the 
Pather (from that time to be revealed as 
John XX. 17. in Him otir God and Father), have made 
known " what they heard, what they saw 
with their eyes, what they gazed upon, 
and their hands palpably demonstrated to 
them of that Divine Lite in human 
1 John i. FLESH, of which He is THE "Woed" — the 
^— ^« Personal, the immediate, the unmistake- 

able though unseen Exponent to every lis- 
tening ear, and to every understanding 
heart: as, ministerially and instrument- 
ally, the spiritual fathers and first-fruits 
of that Communion of Saints in which, 
being dead, they yet live and invite us to 
have " fellowship with the Pather and with 
His Son Jesus Christ:" as, in their pecu- 
liar relation jbo the Visible Church and 
succession to this day of men in Christ, 
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THE WOBB BEaENEBATIOir P 7 

furnishing the test (Kplvovrto) as to «;Ao Actaviii.21. 
are, and who are not, of that People called } ;^or. v. 5^ 
after His Name, who continuing 8tedfa8t2Tim.ii.i7! 
in the Apostles' doctrine and discipline Acts xy. 14. 
are "Mcir followers even as they were j^*^*^*:^^ J; 
Christ's" — ^in all these particulars we see 
that our Lord (speaking to them as chil- Acts iii. 26. 
dren of that older Covenant which Qod 
made with their fathers) has aptly de- 
scribed the relation in which His Apostles 
and Prophets stand now to Himself and Heb. ii. 13. 
to the spiritual Israel; just as St. Paul 
(he too connecting these last days with 
the days that were before them) speaks of 
the yet unfinished building of the Chris- 
tian Temple as resting on them as itsfoun" Eph. ii. 20. 
daOan, '^ Jesus Chbist Himself being the 
chief comer-stone." 

Q, Is this interpretation of Matt. xix. 
28, borne out by any other passage of 
Scripture ? 

A, Yes, by Luke xxii. 28 — 30 : where 
our Lord, in like manner, addressing those 
whose faith in Him had held out under all 
His humiliation as the Son of Man, promises 
that they shall enter with Him into that 
glory wherewith "in Himself '* — i, e. still in 
that human nature so soon to be bought off 
in Him from the curse of mortality — " Grod John xiii. 
shall straightway glorify Him." And this, 
as the spiritual " King of Israel," He pre- 
sents to their minds under the image of 
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8 WHAT MEAlf WE BY 

Buch honours as an earthly monarch is 
wont to confer upon the most highly pri- 
vileged and most trusty of his subjects — 
even to eat and drink at their royal master's 

Mark x. 37. table ; to sit some on His right hand, some 
on His left hand, in His glory. " Ye are 
they which have continued with Me in My 
trials: and seeing that [as the reward 
thereof] My Father hath appointed unto 
Me a Kingdom, I also [in the development 

John XX. 21. of that Divine Mission whereon, even as 
My Father hath sent Me, so send I you] 
appoint unto you to eat and drink at my 
table in My Kinydom, and to sit on thrones 
judyi/ng (i. e. to be the Pattern Men of) the 
twelve tribes of IsrasV 

Q, Beverting now to our first question, 
where else do we find the word Eegene- 
BATioN in the Scriptures ? 

A. In Tit. iti. 5, where, of the revela- 
tion in Christ of God's wondrous love" to- 
ward His creature Man, the Apostle pro- 
claims that it is of His own free mercy 

Acts ii. 47. that He hath placed us in our state of sal- 
vation in the Church ; bringing us under 
the operation of this His saving grace by 

Eph. V. 26. the Church's administration of His own 
prescribed form of water-baptism. And 
this rite the Apostle characterizes as " the 
laver of (in one word) EEaENEEATiON," or 

John vii (^ ^® straightway enlarges upon, and ex- 

38, 39. * plains his own use of, this term) " Eenewal 
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THE WOED BEGBNEBATION ? 9 

under that gift of Gtod the Holy Ghost, of Actsii. 17. 
which He hath shed on us in so rich abun- j cor. Vi. 19. 
dance, through the Mediation of Jesus 1 John iii. 
Christ our Saviour, that not only are we ^4 ; iv- 13. 
held gmltless now through the grace which John i. 16 ; 
He hath given us in Hun, but more — we ?: ^^ ^™* 
have become heirs in hope of Everlasting v 1 2 • vili. 
Life." 20ul24. 

Q. And this is what we are to under- 
stand to be, in the Scriptural sense, " the 
grace of Regeneration ? " 

A, Exactly so. This is that " grace of 
God (our Bedeemer and Sanctifier), de- 
signed for the Salvation of all Mankind," Rom. iii. 22. 
which (as the Apostle had but just before jjf *™' }i_^ 
observed) "hath shone upon" our world, u. 
even as a new day of Light and Life, and Jj>hn i. 4, 5. 
would 80 educate tis in the School of Christ j j^iJ;^ ^j * g 
(vaiBsvovaafjfidQiya fc'.r.X.) a«^Aa^," having" 
at our admission formally " renounced un- 
godliness and worldly objects of desire [so 
that, practically, we will not follow or he 
led by them\ we may live soberly, right- 
eously, and devoutly in our present state 
of being ;" as those who indeed are " look- 
ing for the blessed hope" proposed to us 
in " the appearance in glory of our great 
God and Saviour Jesus Chnst ; who gave 
Himself for us, that He might thereby 
redeem us from aU iniquity, and piuify 
unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works." 
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10 WHAT MEAN WE BY 

Q. And, individually, this grace of Re- 
generation is (as it has been said) " con- 
signed " and personally conveyed to us in 
our Baptism ? 

A, Yes ; (1) in the Church's adminis- 
• tration of Baptism there is doubtless a 
" visible signing and sealing ;" as on the 
2 Cor. i. 22. part of God our Saviour, who then " seals 
Ep^i. 13; us" for His own children, after a spiritual 
John i 13- ^^^ heavenly manner begotten of Hiija in 
Hi. 5; xvii.' the water wherein He puts forth ihat 
t' 1 21 " PO^®^ ^^®r all flesh" wMch " the Father 
26.'" ^* * hath given to the Son to have in Himself" 
and with it "to quicken whom He will ;" 
so on the part also of those men of the New- 
Creation m Him, who in faith having re- 
IJolm V. 10. ceived the witness which God hath wit- 
nessed of His Son, do in the administration 
John Hi. 33. of this holy Sacrament openly "set to 
their seal that God is true." And thus 
Gal. in. 16, y«5r Baptism, as being the sign of that 
Eh • n ^<^venant of Promise which before aU Time 
xFt. i! 2. was decreed in the secret counsels of God, 
with provisional reference to the men of 
faith in Christ (who are the spiritual seed 
of Abraham), may be compared unto that 
Rom.iv. 11." sign of Circumcision" which Abraham. 
" received as the seal of God's acceptance 
of the faith which he had yet being uncir- 
cumcised." But then, 

(2) what Abraham found as his accept- 
ance before God was no more than as St, 
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THE WOBD EEGENEBATION ? 11 

Paul expresses it, icard adpKa (Eom.iv. 1) — 
even that "he should surely become a great Gen. xvii ; 
and mighty nation," and that " aU the na- *^J^; lo- 
tions of the earth should be blessed in bein^ 23, 24. 
Jbund like him;" in believing, namely, that 
God is able to eaise eveit ebom the Heb. xi. 19. 
DEAD. And so too, when Holy Baptism is 
defined to be "not a mere sign of profession, Art. xxvii. 
and mark of difference whereby Christian 
men are discerned from others that be not 
christened, but a sign also of Eegeneration 
whereby, as by an instrument, they that re- 
ceive Baptism rightly* (administered) are 
grafted into the Church ; the promises of 
forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be 
the sons of Gtod by the Holy Ghost, are 
visibly signed and sealed" — this describes 
only what, as children of His love, " we now 1 John iii. 2. 
are," Kara irdpKa : this is the Congrega- 
tional and collective aspect under which, 
as a nation of believers in Christ, we have 
our acknowledged" "sign of Regenera- 
tion" presented to us ; and well therefore 
is there added to this — "faith is confirmed, 
and grace increased, by virtue of prayer 
unto God;" in the assembled Congrega- 
tion, namely, which in our two authorized 
forms for the public administration of this 
Sacrament is instructed, as on the one 
hand "faithfiilly and devoutly to give 

' **Jiecte BaptiBraum suscipientes ;" not, aa in 
Art XXV, "</«i digni percipiunt,** 
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12 WHAT MEAN WE BY 

thanks to Him for that He hath vouch- 
safed to call us to the knowledge of His 
grace and faith in Him," so on the other 
to pray, " Increase this knowledge, and con- 
firm this faith in e^ evermore," before thsit 
(on behalf of the children brought, or the 
adult persons who have come to the Font 
desiring to receive holy baptism) we pro- 
ceed to say, " Give Thy Holy Spirit to 
these children [or, these persons,] that 
they may be bom again, and be made 
heirs of Everlasting Salvation, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

(3) In all this, however, it has not as 
Rom. viii. yet been disclosed what, as God's children 
G 1 • 6 ^ adoption and grace, we are not more on 
1 John iii. His pM^t privileaed and empowered, than 
2, 3. by the very admuii^tration of this Sacra- 

Rom. VI. 5. ujen^ qh q^jp Q^ffj^ paj^ pledged, one and 

all of us, to become. Therefore on behalf 
of the newly-baptized child, pronounced 
before all the congregation to be ^^ now 
reaenerate and grafted into the body of 
Christ's Church," are we straightway ex- 
horted to " give thanks imto Almighty 
God for these benefits, and with one ac- 
cord make our prayers unto Him that this 
child may lead the rest of his life accord- 
ing to this beginning. ^^ Therefore, as a 
1 Cor. iii. 1, congregation of spiritual men who can 
Heb. V. 12 ^g®8* *^® " strong meat " which the 
—14. Apostle St. Paul has set forth for the use 
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THE WOED EEGENEEATION ? 13 

of all such ; as men whose practical estimate 
of ourselves, as baptized into the death of Rom. vi. 11. 
Him whose name we bear, is based upon 
the Divinely inspired doctrine, that in the 
sight of God each individual member of 
Christ had part, as in the collective " Old Rom. vi. 4 
Man" who expired upon the Cross, so also ^^j^ j. ^__ 
in the Christ, or collective " New Man " 6. 
who was raised in the glory of God, from Col. ii. 11— 
that day to stand to Him in the rela- * 
tion of Fathee — the merciful purpose 
and provision of God, in this His ante- 
cedent grace of Eegeneration, Election, 
Predestination (call it by which name we 
please), being that in the Church, which Eph. i, 23. 
is His filling up of the One Spiritual Body 
wherein our true life is hid with Christ in Col. iii. 3. 
God, " the body of Sin" should be so 
kept under and subdued (the jflesh unto 
the " Spirit of glory and of God which is 1 Pet. iv. 14. 
now abiding on us") "that no longer 
should we be slaves of Sin" — therefore do 
we both thank our "most merciful Father," 
for that "it hath pleased Him to rege- 
nerate this Infant with Hia»Holy Spirit, 
to receive him for His own child by adop- 
tion, and to incorporate him into His 
holy Church ;" and " humbly beseech Him 
to grant that he leing dead tmto /S'm Rom. vi. 18. 
and living tmto Bighteoiisness and being^' . ^ 
buried with Christ in the likeness of His 5. ' ' ' 
death may [by his own ftiture co-operation 

B 
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14 WHAT UEAIf WE BY 

with the grace of Grod that shall be with 
Rom. vi. 6. him] crtidfy the Old Mem and utterly 
abolish in himself the whole body of Sin; 
and that, as he is made (now in his Bap- 
tism) partaker of the Death of that only 
Rom.vi.lO. Son hy nature, who once for all hath died 
v/nto Sin, he may also be partaker of 
John xiv. 2, that Eesurrection in which Me now ever 

Ph?' ••• 10- ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^> ®^ *^* finally, with the 
11.' "'* ^residue (with those yet to be gathered 
Rom. viii. into the pale) of His holy Church, he may 
17- be an inheritor of His everlasting King- 

11^12. "* ^^^» through Christ our Lord." Therefore, 
' in the rare but strictly analogous case of 

a newly-baptized person of riper years — 
Matt, xviii. for " except ye be converted, and become 
3. (in God's sight) as little children, ye shall 

not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven" — 
are we taught, first offering humble thanks 
to our Heavenly Father for "that He 
hath vouchsafed to call us to the know- 
ledge of His grace and faith in Him," 
here also to pray, ^'Increase this knowledge 
and confirm this faith in tis evermore," 
before that^we add, "Give Thy Holy 
Spirit to these persons, that beiny now 
born agavn and made heirs of Everlastvny 
Salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
they may continue Thy servants, and 
attain Thy promise, through the same our 
Lord Jesus Christ Thy Son." 

Therefore, lastly, both the newly-bap- 
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THE WOED BEGENEEATION ? 15 

tized Infant— in the person of each of his 
sureties, whose duty it is "to see that 
he be taught, so soon as he shall be able 
to leam, what a solemn vow, promise, and 
profession, A^," in the face of the Church 
which admitted him into the Covenant of 
Promise, " Jkis virtually made hy them'*'* — 
and the newly-baptized Adult in his own 
person— yet not without an appeal to 
those whose duty it is, in this case also, 
"to put" the hahe in Christ "in mind, 
what a solemn vow, promise, and pro- 
fession, he has made before the Congrega- 
tion, and especially before these his chosen 
witnesses" therem — ^is exhorted to "re- 
member always that Baptism doth repre- 
sent unto lis ov/r profession ; which is to 
follow the example of our Saviour Christ, Rom. yi. 4. 
and to be made like unto Him ; that, as 2^(30^^* 14 
He died and rose again for us, so should 15. 21. 
we who are baptized die fix)m sin, and rise Rom. riii. 
again unto righteousness ; continually^*, ^ ^4 
mortifying all our evil and corrupt affec- Col. iii. 6.* 
tions, and daily proceeding in all virtue 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
and godliness of living." 

And now, that we may return to the 
question — " Is it in our Baptism that we 
are sealed with that Hohf Spirit of Fro- Eph. i. 13. 
mise which is the ea/mest (f owr ftiture 
inheritance?^^ — ^we answer that Baptism 
is indeed the Church's seal of the fore- Rom. iv. 11 
allowed righteousness of her heartfelt "~^ ' *• ^• 
b2 
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16 WHAT MEAN WB BY 

Col. ii. 12. belief in Him who hath raised the Lord 

2 Tim. ii. 8. Jesus fipom the Dead ; that the impress 

upon this seal, whereby she is proclaimed 

2 Tim. ii. to be " the solid and immoveable foundation 

^^' of Grod," is THE LOBD KBTOWETH THEM 

THAT AEE His ; jet, forasmuch as the 

fipee choice also and free co-operation of 

Acts ii. 40. every man is needed for " working out his 

Phil. ii. 12, own salvation," it is the reverse side of 

this her corporate seal — ^it is, let eveet 

ONE WHO WOULD SHELTER HIMSELF TIN- 

DEE THE SAVING NAME OF ChBIST STAND 

Acts iv. 12. ALOOF -FBOM INIQUITY, that shc WOuld 

have imprinted on the mind and heart of 
those, whether adults or children, whom 
(not without taking surety for their being 
held bound to lead a godly and a Chris- 
tian life) she, as her Lord's representative 
Rom. iv. 8, Body, admits into the blessedness of the 
9 ; V. 2. present grace wherein she stands : her 
constant prayer for herself, as often as 
she beseeches G-od to bestow that Sacra- 
Rom, i. 17 : mental grace which (though consequsnt on 
U '^^<^'rtu)^ faith, and given to quicken faitK) is put 
* forth, she knows, in opposition to the 
practical ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of the world, being as we have seen " In- 
crease this knowledge amd confirm this faith 
in U8 evermore \" 

* The view that we have taken of this petition of 
our Liturgy — and who sees not how important is 
its bearing upon the interpretation of Art xxv: 
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THE WOBD BEGENEBATION ? 17 

It is under this view (this di^na per- 
ceptio in the mind) of what the grace of 

Scieramenta * ♦ ♦ ♦ efflcacia algna graticB atque bonof 
in not voluntatis Dei, per quoB in'mUAliter Ipse in nos 
operatur, nostramgue fidem in se non solum excitat 
veriim etiam confirmat ; as also of Art. xxvii : fdes 
eonfirmatur, et vi Di-nnce invocationis gratia augetur ? 
— may be further illustrated from the Church's ad- 
ministration of the other Sacrament ; in which, 
humbly disclaiming all righteousness of her own, 
and declaring herself unworthy *^ so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under her Lord's table/' 
she yet prays for the grace so '' to eat tlie flesh of 
the Son of Man, and to drink his blood," that her 
members may be strengthened thereby and eon- 
firmed in that state of grace into which she be- 
lieves them to have been already brought by Re- 
generation in Baptism. For of this ^ prevenient 
erace" of God our Saviour we are put in remem- 
brance, when we are taught to pray " Grant us 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of Thy 
dear Sun Jesus Christ and to drink His blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made dean by His 
body, and our souls washed through His most precious 
blood, and that we may evermore dwell in liim, and 
He in us,'* 

AiKautavvri Giov, we may add here— which, as 
it occurs in Rom. i. 17 ; iii. 21, 22 ; x. 6 — 10, takes 
in the published ''Mystery of the Christ," the 
whole Church and Sacramental system — may be 
restricted also, as in 2 Cor. v. 21, to the grace 
(given in the Sacraments) of that relation (rijfc 
virocraaiiuQ : Heb. iii. 14) in which we stand to 
the Father, as having part in the Human Nature 
of the Son ; who, when in Himself He *' knew no 
sin," was made in Grod's sight to bear our sins, laid 
un Him in His own person, to the tree, (1 Pet. ii. 
24) ; that so, our " body of Sin" being (like Hks 
b3 
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Eegeneration is, that the Church prays for, 
and would put all her members upon seve- 
rally reaUsing to themselves in heart and 
life, that " right reception " of her Sacra- 
ments, which she justly declares to be in- 
dispensable to such wholesome operation 
and effect, as St. Peter is contemplating, 
when, as regards the mam point of our 
being '^ sa/ved by water" in the Ark of 
Christ's Church, he dwells not on what 
Baptism is in itself, the outward sign and 
assurance to the whole Congregation of 
believers that God's mercy hath provided 
the means for our "putting away the 
filthiness of our flesh" in His sight; but 
insists rather on what it is in the religious 
life of those who receive and entertaia 
it, as befits the sign and Sacrament of " so 
Heb. ii. 8. great Salvation," by it brought nigh imto 
us — a personal contract, namely, "to live" 
in the mystical body of Christ in His 
Actexxiii. Church, "in all good conscience before 
^' Grod," as seeing Him " in whom, though 

Phil. iii. 21. now we see Hrm not " o« He is, in the 
lJohniii.2.j^^ of J£ig glory, "yet believing, we re- 



natural body) destroyed, we should be made in Him 
that " spiritual body," wherein it was foretold of 
the suffering Messiah, ^ Verily, if His soul make 
itself a sacrifice for guilt, He shall see His seed. 
He shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
Jehovah shall prosper in His hand :" Isa. lili. 10 
(Heuderson^s Translation). 



d by Google 



THE WOBD EEGSlOiBiLTION P 19 

joice with joy unspeakable and full oflPet.i. 8. 
glory." Rom. V. 2. 

Q. But, if St. Peter has thus pro- 
nounced the saving operation of Baptism 
to be, as oiu: Church holds, in its dtmtaxat 
qui digne percipiunt, can his view of what 
constitutes the grace of Eegeneration be 
said to have been the same as that of St. 
Paul, who without any such restriction 
affirms that, irrespectively of all works 
of owrs whereby our righteousness should 
he tested, " Qod of His own mere mercy 
hath saved us by the washing of Eegene- 
ration;" *. e. as we have seen, by the 
grace of Eegeneration personally con- 
veyed to us in Baptism ? 

A, St. Peter, as the great Apostle of Gal. ii. 8. 
the Circumcision, addressing huuself to 
those Jews, dispersed over Asia Minor, 
who had been converted indeed unto 
Christ, but whose hearts might best be 
touched through the medium of " carnal Heb. ix. 1 0. 
ordinances," puts Chbibtian Baptism 
prominently before them as a Divine in- 
stitution (older even than Circumcision, 
though that too dated not from Moses, John vii. 22. 
but from the time of the Patriarchs) 
under which, even as in the days of Noah 
but eight lives were saved out of all the 
antediluvian world, so is it still hy water 
that we are saved; as many of us, that Acts ii. 39— 
is, as gladly for ourselves, and for our 41 ; xiii. 26. 
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children, receiving the announcement of 

Gen. vii. 16. this Salvation are willing that " the Lord 

should shut us in," as to ^^ spiritual life 

which we have received of Hvm^ not of the 

1 Cor. ii. 12; worW, and for the support of which He 

?/^ v" 2 ^**^ niade ample provision for all, both 

Gal. iii. 28. " male and female of all jflesh," in the Ark 

of His Visible Church. 

St. Paul, on the contraiy, is addressing 
himself to Titus, a Gentile Christian, 
whom he has put in trust with " the care 
of all the churches " in Crete, and left 
there further to set in order what things 
still remained to be done ; in particular, 
to ordain Elders who should be faiths 
Pastors and Teachers in every city, and so 
to stop the mouths of false and fanatical 
perverters of newly-baptized households, 
in whom was to be seen the truth of that 
which one of their own public men had 
proclaimed: "The Cretans have always 
been foimd faithless, and no better than 
wild beasts, living only for their bellies." 
To such a dark picture of what these 
Heathens had been, and not least such of 
Tit. L 10— them as had been converted to the Jews' 
16« religion even then were, the Apostle of 

the Grentiles (freely confessing that time 
was when all men were alike guilty before 
God) opposes the brightness of that " day 
of Christ" in which of His bounteous 
mercy He hath placed us in a state (no 
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longer now of guilt and condemnation, 
but) of grace and salvation; "through 
the washmg," he adds, "of Regeneration," 
and why? Because God our Saviour 
having therein washed us and given us 
part with BQbn, as Me now is (no longer 
Kara <rdpKa, but tcard irvEVfxa hyitotrvvrfo) Rom. i. 4. 
in that Spiritual Manhood from which 
flows the Iwli/ness, as of the whole Ghv/rch 
which is Sis Body, so of JBLis many msm^ 
hers therevn, hath brought our mortal 
bodies under the quickening and renew- 
ing influence of "the gift of the Holy 
Ghost" — insomuch that, while the body, 
" wherein the infection of our nature doth Art. ix. 
still remain, even in them that are (thus) 
regenerated," has yet the sentence of 
death in. itself and mvst die because of B.om. viii. 
sin, the spirit nevertheless is life hecatise ^^' ^^• 
of righteousness ; "because," that is, " we 
have been made the righteousness of Gk)d2 Cor.v.21. 
in Him." 

Thus, to describe in one word the Age 
or Dispensation of God that now is in 
THE Chtjech, St. Paul has used the term 
Begenieeation, St. Peter Baptism; as 
though the mind of the one had dwelt 
more upon that secret gift of the Church's 
" election of God," whereby to the Son of 
Man (on whom God set His seal) we John vi. 27. 
believe that "there hath been given all 
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power, in Heaven and on earth;" the 
other upon the visible assurance at once 
and conveyance (the seal, as it were, and 
Mark xvi. instrument) of this truth of Christ " unto 
}^' lo.^ *^® creation" that sinned, and still 
viii°20Ll-22! groans under the yoke which Adam en- 
2 (;or. xi. tailed upon it : ", Gro ye therefore, and 
Eh iv 21 ^^^^^'^^^ ^ nations, baptizing them 

^ * *^* ' into THE i^AME OF THE FaTHEE AND 

OF THE Son, and of the Holy Ghost : 

teaching them to observe all things what- 

Matt.xxviii. soever I have commanded you.^^ It is to 

18—20. ^Q noticed, however, that neither Apostle 

has left the emphatic word, which he uses, 

unexplained. St. Peter (even as St. Paul, 

Rom. ii. 28, in his view of the analogous rite of Cir- 

''^' cumcision) is careful to preclude the 

notion that the outward washing, sign 

and Sacrament though it be of a great 

inward verity, is per se, as a mere opus 

operatwHy si^cient for the elect " that 

they should obtain the salvation which is 

2Tim ii. 10. in Christ Jesus, with Eternal glory." 

And St. Paul, enlarging (as we have 

before observed) on the word Regene- 

EATiON, represents it to be a state, or 

\CotM,\9: process, of renovation under the internal 

Tov iv vfiiv gift (as he elsewhere describes it) of the 

uttTos.^*^" -^^^y ^host —which, saith he, ye have 

from Ood; and ye are not now your own, 

for ye ha/ve been purchased at a great 
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price; glorify God therefore in your 
body and in your Divinely-infiised spirit, 
for they are Qod's. 

Q. We put now the question to which 
this whole argument conducts us — what 
information have we from the Apostles and 
Prophets, on whose foundation we are Eph. ii. 20. 
built in the Church, as to the nature and 
extent of the outpoured " gift of the Holy 
Ghost?" 

A. The Apostle St. Paul, along with 
the information which he has given " con- 1 Cor. xii. 1. 
cerning the spiritual order and estate" of 
men, as matters stood in the early and 
miraculous age of the Church, has inci- 
dentally proclaimed of believers throughout 
aU time, that among them " there are di- 
versities of gifts, and internal operations of 
Grod, the unseen worker of which is The 
One pervading Spieit of Grod, dividing 1 Cor. xii. 
unto each of them individually as He wOls ^- ^- ^^• 
it." " For as the human body," he writes, 1 Cor xii. 
"is one, and hath many members; but^^'^^- 
under such organization of its parts that 
all the members of that one body, many 
though they be, make up but one body ; so 
also is the Mystical Body of the Cheist. 
And that, because by the impartition of 
one spirit have we (disciples of Christ) 
been all brought by our baptism into 
One Body, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
whether bond or free, and all fed as for 
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growth* in one spirit" — that Dimnely- 
impa/rted spirit^ namely, of which in the 
1 Cor. ii. 12. same Epistle he had written, " Now we 
have received, not the spirit of the world, 
but the spirit which is (put forth) from 
God:" and again "he that is joined (in 
the Church and Sacraments as it were 
Rom. vii. 4. married) unto the Lord is one spirit^* with 
^2 ^' ^ Him : and again, " What ? know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the Pre- 
sence within vou of the Holy Ghost, which 
1 Cor.vi. 17. gift ye have from God ? " 
^^' Ijius much of that "kingdom of God 

within us" which (although ushered in by 
miraculous tongues of fire, yet) in the 
Luke xvii. main was " to come not with observation," 
20» 21. Jcnow we from one who, because of " the 
2 Cor. xii. 7. abimdance of the revelations" specially 
vouchsafed to him, could say of himself " I 
am persuaded that among others I have the 
1 Cor. vii. 40. Spirit of God." And so too St. John — ^the 
same who writes " Hereby perceive we that 
He abideth in us, from the spirit which He 
1 John iii. hath given t^" — when he would explain 
'^^' that "hard saying" of our Lord, " He that 

believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, 

* 'EfTOTiaOrjfitv tig 2v trvtvfAa, literally ice have 
been suckled for one spint, is here interpreted in 
accordance with 1 Cor. iii. 2. 6 ; Eph. iv. 12 — 15 ; 
Heb. V. 12—14 ; 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3. It is not easy to 
conceive, in what sense our Translators mtended us 
to understand the words ^* made to drink into one 
Spirit" 
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Biversfrom within him shall flaw of limng John iv. 10 
water, ^' is careful only to remark : " This ~^^^ ^"* 
spake He of the spirit which (it had been i^ xliv. 3. 
promised that) believers on Him should 
receive: for *the gift of the Holy Ghost' 
was not yet, because that Jesus had not 
yet been glorified." 

Q. But how — ^we may be permitted to 
ask, if the Holy Grhost was not given until 
that our Lord's Spiritual Humanity was 
glorified — how is it that, at the time of 
His presentation to Gk)d as the child of 
two Jewish parents, we read not only of 
its having been revealed to Simeon hy the 
Holy Ghost that "he should not see death Luke ii. 25, 
before he had seen the Anointed of Jeho- ^^' 
vah," but, in terms which seem expressly 
to affirm what we understand St. John's 
words to deny, are told " the man was just 
and devout, looking for consolation to 
arise out of Israel, and ' the gift of the 
Holy Grhost' was upon him?^^ 

A, The Holy Ghost, as given in 
"tongues as it were of fire" — less as alCor. xiv. 
sign to the believing, than to the unbe-^^* 
lieving (though, in the eye of their own 
law, just and devout) Jews, assembled 
" out of every nation under Heaven," was Acts ii. 6. 
given in fulfilment of "the Promise" which 
the Lord Jesus Christ, being then " by the Acta ii. 33 
right hand of God exalted," had " received 
from the Father." Hence, in describing it 

G 
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as it was to be given from that time to all 

Mark xvi. suchas should '' believe and be baptized." 

^^' St. Peter said to the three thousand souls 

who gladly received his word, and on that 

same day were added to the Church, " Be- 

pent, and be baptized every one of you in 

the Name of Jesus Christ for the remission 

Acts ii. 38, of sins, and ^e shall receive the gift of the 

39. JELoly Ghost, For the Tromise'v^ unto you, 

and to your children, and to all that are 

afar off, as many as (or, how many soever) 

the Lord our Gid shall caU." St. Paul, in 

Eph. i. 13 ; like manner, speaks of this gift as *' the 

iv. 30. Holy Spirit of Promise ;" i. e. the promised 

impartition of the Spirit of God. 

Now that Promise of the Eternal Father 

Eph. i. 4. to the Eternal Son was made before all 

?,?'"?™u^- ^- Time ; for " before the foundation of the 

1 Pet. i. 20. world*' there were those " things [thoughts, 

'plans, purposes) of God," yet latent in the 

depths of the Divine Mind, which " God 

(who alone could) hath revealed unto us by 

1 Cor. ii. His Spirit ;" there was that Personal relar 
R^m^ . . tion (viroaraaic) to His Church and " Elec- 
7.° ' * tion of grace,'* of which " Jesus Christ 
Johnxvii.3.whom He hath sent " was to be "the ex- 
John i. 18. pj^gg Image" and Expon^t to the world. 
Hcb.i.l— 3. Hence, as "it iq God who in these last 

days hath spoken to us kv Y«V," re- 
vealed, that IS, tmder the new Personal 

2 Cor. iv. 6. relation of Son ; so " in various measures 

and under varying forms" of Revelation, 
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" it was God who spake in time past to 
the Fathers by the Prophets." 

No majyel, then, if of some that had 
"crept in imawares" into Christ's little 
flock, and were " men who in respect of 
this their condemnation had long before 
been described," St. Jude writes that "to 
these among others " — brought nigh to his 
mind's eye by that God who willed that 
he should speak of what he had seen and 
heard — " did Enoch, seventh from Adam, Jude 4. 14, 
prophesy saying. Behold, the Lord is come ^^• 
toith Mis ten thotisands of Saints, to exe- 
cute judgment upon all, and to convict all 
that a/re ungodly among them of all their 
tmgodhj deeds that they ha/oe done, and of 
all the hard speeches which u/ngodly sinners 
have spoken against Sim,'^ No marvel if 
in Noah, whom had the ungodly world 
which " he condemned " received as what 
he was, a Preacher to them of Man's ac- 
ceptance with God, they like him might 
have become heirs of the acceptance Heb. xi. 7. 
vouchsafed unto faith ; even as the men 
of Sodom, had they received "just Lot," 
might have been partakers also of that 
righteous man's reward ; no marvel if in Matt. x. 41. 
Noah (spiritually present and as it were 
identified with mm, as at a later period 
with David) there spake One greater than 1 Pet. iii. 18 
Noah; even the Angel of Jehovah, the— -^• 

Saviour ChEIST, the LoBD both or Rom. xiv. 9. 

c2 
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DEAD AND LiviKG, who .as the appointed 
Judge of all Mankind hath declared 
beforehand, what shall be the final test 

1 Pet. iv. 5. of the spiritually quick and dead ; " He 

that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My 

words, hath ane prepa/red to judge him. 

John i. 9; The word that I spake [as the Light 

xii. 46—48. -yi^iucli in Ms appointed measv/re lighteth 

every man that cometh into the world], 

the same shall judge him at the last day." 

Numb. No marvel if " hearing the words of i&od," 

xxiv. 16, 17. and permitted for the time to " know the 

knowledge of the Most High and see (pur 

Future, as then present to) the vision of 

2 Cor. xii. the Almighty " — falling (as, like St. Paul, 
^— ^- he describes his sensations) into a trance, 

but having the eyes of his understanding 

open — Balaam, the son of Beor, could 

"take up his parable" and say, "I shall 

see Him, but not now: I shall behold 

Him, but not nigh: there shall come a 

Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall 

rise out of Israel." And what marvel, 

then, if to the aged Simeon, rejoicing 

(even as Abraham) in what had been 

revealed to him of the Day of Christ, the 

sight of that " Child that should be bom, 

Isa. ix. 6. that Son that should be given unto Israel," 

?7°.™*7' ^^' ^^^ * foretaste also of " the abundance " 

John^L™??; (^^ St. Paul describes it) of that grace, 

X. 10. and that gift of Man's acceptance with 

his Maker, whereby should be brought to 
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pass that memorable assurance of one of 
old time, that " though worms should de- Job xix. 26. 
stroy his natural body, yet in his flesh Jj^*^ ^- ^^' 
should he see GodP \ joi^n Hi. 2. 

Q. "We are not to understand, then, 
from what St. Luke has said, that Simeon 
had that " gift of the Holy Ghost," which 
St. Peter, as we have seen, represents to 
be consequent on the reception of Chris- 
tian Baptism ? 

A, No more, than had the converted 
thief upon the Cross — who yet, even as the 
converted Saul unto whom grace was further 
given to " he ha^tized and wash away his Acts xxii. 
sins, calling upon the Name of the Lord," ^^• 
was no sooner to be " absent from the 2 Cor. v. 8. 
body" than " present with the Lord," in 
whom he had believed. No more, we may 
add, than had Cornelius and they that 
were with him that gift of being made 
clean "by the washing of the water," Eph. v. 26. 
which admits into the holy estate of the 
Church's spiritual tmion with Christ, at Eph. v. 29 
the time when "Peter," — in signs which ~^- 
he might not gainsay, reading that " the 
Promise was unto the Gentiles also," " an- 
swered, Can am/y m<m withhold the water, 
that these should not be baptized who 
have received the Holy Ghost even as we Acts ii. 3, 4. 
did?^^ i. e. in the visible and extra-ordi-^gj xi^lF" 
nary effusion of the gift of tongues. No —is. 
c3 
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morQ, lastly, than '' John's baptism'' had 
power to convey — ^no more than the Bap- 
tist himself had received — ^that new rehr 
Actsxiii. tion (ywoaratng: Heb. iii. 14) under a 
32, 33. declared Sonship in Jesus Christ, in 
P ' ** * virtue of which, verily as among the horn 
of women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist, it is true notwith- 
Matt.xi. 11. standing that ''he that is least in the 
Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he." 

Q. What are we to understand by least 
in the Kingdom of Seamen ? 

A, " Unto every one of us," writes St. 

Paul — speaking not of men ,as " bom of 

John i. 13. women" only, but of men as " bom of 

Grod ;" not of the baptized as it were of 

John in Jordan, who confessing their sina 

Acte ii. 37 ; and asking What must we do to be saved ? 

I8-^xvi^l4 ^^® *^® grace of B«pentance and conver- 

IS.'so— 32.'sion; but of the "baptized into the death 

Rom. vi. 5. of Jesus Christ" who, m^jtde thereby of One 

2 Pet. i. 4. Mature with Sim (^v/i^vroi), have been 

1 Pet. i. 3. " begotten anew unto a living hope" based 

U.^iJ"' ^^ ^^ accomplished fact of His Eesurrec- 

Phil. iii. 20. tion from the Dead — unto every one of 

1 Thess. 1. these, the veritable children of that Gospel 

2 Tim. ii. Kingdom of which John (" until whom 
11, 12. were the Prophets and the Law") was the 
Matt. XI. 13. ^jQj^ than prophetic harbinger and fore- 
Eph. iy. 7. runner, " is given his measure of grace, 
John iii. 16. pjiQpQjt^Qued to the measure wherewith 
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€hd hath meted out to him of tlie &ee gift Rom. v. 15 

of THE ChBIST." — 1^- 

From the day, that is, of the old Adam's Acts xiii. 
Eegeneration in Christ — ^from the day 32, 33. 
when the New Man raised up in Him 
breathed into the Apostles, whom He had John xx. 21 
chosen, that "gift of the Holy Ghost "-23. 
wherein, as Son, it is given unto Him, " to John v. 21 
have Life in Himself," and to "quicken— 26. 
whom He will" — not only have there 
been " as it were first-fruits of His crea- James i. 18. 
tures," not only preternatural and provi- 
sional " gifts" by Him " received for men;" Ps. Ixviii. 
as of Chi4st so conveyed in Spirit (1 Pet. ^^* 
iii. 19) as to be " speaking in" his Apostle 2 Cor. xiii. 
to the Grentiles ; as of the direct intima- ^•' f^^^^jP'oo 
tions from God which led Paul and certain 44. 
Elders of the Church to " lay hands " on 1 Tim. i. 18; 
Timotheus ; as of Apostles, Prophets, and ^^* 
Evangelists "always so carrying about 2 Cor. iv. 10. 
chem the deadness of the Lord Jesus in 
the body, as to make the Life withal of 
Jesus plainly to be seen in their ministra- 
tion in the body." There has been, there 
is now, there ever is to be " surviving until 1 Thess. iv. 
the coming of their Lord," a blessed com- ^^' 
pany of all faithful people whom " the love 
of Christ constraineth" to this sound con- 
clusion of their reason: "If One Man 2 Cor. v. U, 
died for all, then (in the sight of Gt)d) ^*- 
were all dead. And why did He die for 
all ? but that from henceforth they that 
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live should live [as dead men by grace only 
restored to life: Bom. vi. 13] not unto 
themselves, but unto Him who hath died 
Acu xyii. ^ for them, and been raised" — ^as the earnest 
J^?">^-l^-and assurance of what there shall one day 
20-^22.*^' be, a Bestirrection in Christ of the Dead, 
1 These, iv. ^^^^ J^^ ^^ unjust. Nor in this mys- 
16. tical " Body of Christ," thus building up 

itself in love, has there been a constant 
Eoh. iv. 11, succession only of" Pastors and Teachers;" 
^^- given for the spiritual organization of 

Christ's individiml members, and, from 
the days of the Apostles unto this day, 
the visible witness and exponent to the 
world of that " grace and Apostleship" 
which through Christ ffis representative 
Rom. i. 5. Body, THE Chfroh Univeiisal, " has 
received to establish obedience on Belief 
in all nations on the £aith of His Name." 
" For the body"— it is thus the Apostle 
argues from what we see in ourselves, as 
we are in Adam, to what he would have us 
feel that grace has been given us to be- 
come in Christ — "the body is not one 
member but man/if ;^^ so organized and so 
tempered together in one body, never to 
be divided, as that " the eye cannot say to 
the hand, I have no need of thee; nor, 
again, the head to the feet, I have no need 
Ool. i. 26— of you, Nay" — ^for that great carrying 
John xvii ^^ ^^ *^® Incarnate Wobd op Gk)i>, that 

23. ' MtSTEBY or THE ChBISX: I IN TH£H, 
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AND THOU IN ME, THAT THEY MAT BE 

MADE PEBFEOTLT ONE: " to the end" 
therefore, as the Apostle proceeds, " that i Cor. xii. 
there should be no schism in the hody, but 1*— 27. 
that the members should take the same 
thought one for another ; and whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer with 
it, or one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it — mttch more need- 
fill are those members of the body which 
are thought to be more feeble." 

Thus, in the Eegenebation— that is, 
in the SpiBiTrAL Beign of the glo- 
BiFiED Son of Man— there is a Spiritual 
Mo/tt 4x) be raised up in that coUective 
Body of THE Cheist, "which is the' 
blessed company," as in the CathoHc 
Chuboh " of a/Z," so more particularly of 
ectch National Congregation of " faiths 
people." And what now, under this as- 
pect of what should be an evangelized 
Nation's " oneness of Spirit, oneness of Eph. iv. 3. 
belief in and knowledge of the Son of ^^' 
God," what — we ask in conclusion — ^^ill 
be the care that its members, " aU brought Rom. xii. .5. 
by Baptism into One Body," have one of {g^^* ***• 
another ? 

The care which " the natural man" has 
for all his members suggests, under the 
teaching of the Apostle who " speaks unto Rom. xi. 13. 
us Gentiles," what should be the spiritual 
Israel's care of his "spiritual" Body. 
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1 Cor. xii. " Wliat we think to be," as compared 

28, 24. -^^jj others, " less honoured parts of the 
body, on these we put more abundant 
honour:" and so, that pervading comeli- 
ness of " the natural body," of which in 
the bounty of our Creator "our comely 
parts have no lach^^ is more abundantly 
bestowed upon " our less comely parts" — 
it being, imder every form of incorpora- 
tion, on this principle that " God tempers 
the hody together, by assigning" among 
the parts a larger measure of the body's 
collective "honour to that which lacketh." 

Art. xxvii. " The Baptism of young children," then, 
"is in any wise to be retained in the 
Church, as most agreeable with Christ's 
institution" — ^as of a Holy Baptism where- 
with, in His sending forth the breath of 
Spiritual Life, His emissaries (oe air6(rroXoi 

Acts i. 2. dia iri'cw/iaroc ayiov: whom, when He 

James i. 18. breathed on. He did Himself baptize as 
His first-bom) were to " go and make dis- 
ciples of all nations;** so of a Holy Church, 

Eph. iii. 5. built ou the foundation laid by those "holy 
Apostles and Prophets," wnerein "both 
He who (brought nigh in His ordinances) 
is the Sanctifier, and they who (converted 

- - ^ ... and coming to Him as little children) are 

Matt. XVUl. .1 • • J. I* TT' ..J^£*l 

3. Matt. i. *be recipients of His sanctifymg grace, 
20; iii.lll. are all of One** quickening Spirit; inso- 
j^^ig^jJil^^l much that, as the Apostle has remarked, 
lCor!xv. 45. "He is not ashamed to call them brethren; 
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saying in one Scripture, I will declare Thy 
Name unto My hrethren ; in the midst of 
the Church will I sing praise unto Thee; 
in another, Behold, I and the childrenlLeh. '± W 
whom God hath given MeP And Q-od— ^^* 
forbid that ever we should " despise," ever 
speak lightly or mistrustfully of what the 
Church undoubtingly declares to be the 
regenerate estate in Christ of those " little 
ones," whom Gt>d her Saviour (she well 
knows) has so honoured, albeit His feebler 
members in her "one body," as Himself 
to have included them in her collective 
grace and described them as " these Httle Matt, xviii. 
ones which believe in Me^ ^' ^^' 

The Church's Hturgical form for admi- 
nistering Christian Baptism is based upon 
her helief in that inhebbkt poweb or Col. ii. 12. 
Deitt (r^c iftpyeiag tov Ocov) which in 
Christ raised up the New 'Mjisfrom the 
Dead — "having," as saith St. Peter, Acta ii. 24. 
" loosened (accelerated, anticipated) the 
labour-pains^ of Death, inasmuch as it was 

* Those who have been accustomed to regard 
the phrase tuq itSlvag tov Qavdrov as simply an 
Hebraism, and meaning no more than the (as it 
were mvwular) bandt of death, will not after con- 
salting Parkhurst's note {in voo. utdiv) be slow to 
believe that it cuUnitt also of that theological inter- 
pretation which, viewing it under the concentrated 
light of Apostolical comment upon that great fact 
of the Gospel narrative, we (agreeably, as we 
would hope, to the mind of our Traoslators) have 
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not possible that He," our Incarnate God, 

" should be holden of it.'* Here, when in 

the sight of both Jew and Grentile He 
Eph. ii. 14. '^ who hath made both one, and hath broken 

down the middle wall of partition," had 
Rom. vi. 10. died upon the Cross that one death unto 

siw, in virtue of which, from the Day which 
Bom. V. 2; brought in that " better hope under which 
Tpef^ 3 ^® draw nigh to God," there should be 
Hcb. vii. 19. " no a priori condemnation (no Birth-sin) 

unto those who in Christ Jesus walk, not 
Rom. viii. as a camal, but as a spirituallj-minded 
^- *• People ' ' — here was that " counsel ' ' of God 

Eph. iii. 9. " secret to us," that " Mystery kept back 
CoL 1. 26. f^jjj ^jjg gggg ajj^ jxom the generations" 

of men that had been before Christ, which 
Eph. iii. 10. wow, in the age of the Chxtbch, " G^ 
1 Cor. ii. 10. iiath revealed to us by His Spirit ;" even 

THE NEW BIETH UNTO BIGHTEOITSKESS 

ventured to attach to it. In this light, the raising 
up of Christ as ** the first-fruits " preceded, and is 
the Church's earnest and anticipation of, that great 
spiritual Harvest that is to follow, when at His 
coming (I Cor. xv. 23) '* aU men shall rise again 
with their bodies ;'* just as, ''in the likeness of 
His Resurrection " which novo %» in the representa- 
tive Body of His Church on earth (2 Cor. iv. 10), 
the ^ new birth unto righteousness,'' whereby '^ now 
are we 9om ofOod^* precedes and is the individual 
Churchman's eai*nest and foretaste of that not yet 
disclosed ''spiritual body " wherein, when he shall 
awake in His Redeemer's likeness, he shall indeed 
be "satisfied "—for then, at length, he ** shall tu 
Him at in Himself He is." 
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whereby, from before the foundation of 
this lower world, " He hath constantly Art. xvii. 
decreed to deliver from curse and damna- 
tion those whom He hath chosen in Christ 
out of mankind, and to bring them to 
Everlasting Salvation, hy Cfhrist, [i. e. in 
His Church and household, wherein, as 
compared with other men, they shine] as Phil. ii. 15. 
vessels made unto honour." And there- ^^^™"- 20- 
fore, when "put to death'' as the Old 
Man^^m the flesh," only to be "quick- IPetiii.ia 
ened" <w the New Man with power to 
"pour out of His Spirit upon all flesh," Actsii. 17. 
the Eedeemer had proclaimed of that 
" determinate counsel of Grod" — ^it is Acts ii. 23. 
FINISHED ; then was the symbolical veil 
of the Temple rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom, then was the earth shaken, 
and the rocks rent, and the gra/ves opened, 
and mam/y bodies raised of buried people of 
God who " coming forth from their graves, Matt.xxvii. 
after His Resurrection, went into the^^~^*^- 
holy city and appeared unto many." 

Thus while " the whole creation," which 
God at the first created in His own image, 
was (in the vivid conception of the Apostle) 
" groaning and travaiUng in pain together," Rom. viif. 
in fruitless aspirations to deliver itself of ^^* 
a more glorious, a more godlike Humanity ^cts xvii. 
— Jesus aitd the Besubkectton, the 18. imke 
Christ made peefect throuoh s^^'Heb ii^io. 

FEEINGS, and ENTEEED into His GLOEY 2 Tiin. ii. ii. 

D 
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Mark xvi. ^^thie was the Gospel sent forth " into all 
1^- the world," and to be proclaimed "to all 

Rom. iii. 23. the creation" that had " sinned and come 
short of the glory of Gbd." " We declare 
unto you glad tidings" — such was the 
consentient voice of all the chosen wit- 
nesses — " how that THE Peomise which 
was made unto the Fathers, God hath 
AiMlled the same unto us, their children, 
Acu iv. 2. in the Mesttrreetian of Jesus ; according to 
P^ t"*"a^' *^* which [«c «cni ic.r.X., with reference 
iii. 21. ^* ' ^ which fulSment it is that it"] is written 
in the second Psalm : Thou abt my Son: 

I THIS DAT HATE BEGK)TTBN THEE." 

Shall we doubt, then, or shall we not 
earnestly believe that— if, in the Sacra- 
mental representation of our Eedeemer's 
precious Death and Burial, we <md owr 
children have been laid with Him in the 

Bom. vi. 6. grave in which lay " our Old Man," as 
" once for all" by the grace of God our 

1 Tim. i. 1 ; Saviour "crucified with Him" — we cmd 

Cof ii 12 ^^'^ children, by the same grace, "have 
also been raised with Him ;" and made of 

Rom. vi. 5. One Natwe, also as " living in all good 
conscience before God" we shall be found 

2Cor. iv. 10. to be', in that great Sacramental repre- 

* Ei ydp ffVfi^vTOi yeySvafiiv rtf oftoiutfiari rov 
Bavdrov aifrov, &\\a xai rijc avatrTaaeutg ivofiiOa' 
TovTO yiyvtaffKOvrec ic.r.X.: Rom. vi. 6. The 
logical and (comp. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15,) condusive force 
of the Apostle's tiXXa— Angl. ** why, then shall tee 
practically be found to be One groat Spiritual 
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sentation of ELis Eesurrection and Life in John xi. 25* 
a purely " spiritual body," which (even as 1 Cor. xv. 
our Lord Himself called the symbolical^ 
"loaf which we break" Ris hody^ and 1 Cop. x. 16. 
"the cup of blessing which we bless" His 1 Cop. xii. 
blood,) St. Paul has not scrupled to call J?^ ..^ j^ 
THE Chbist ? Only let us remember — 17. * ' ' 

(1) for our encouragement, by patient 
continuance in well-doing, to be seeking 
always " that honour, that cometh fix)m John v. 44. 
the One God" and Father of all--" unto 
evert/ one of us, whether adults or infants, 
"is given his measure of grace, propor- 
tioned to the measure" — shall we say, of 
the free Spiritual gift unto him of GrOD nr 
Chbist ? or, in the practical improvement 
(for which we contend now) of " so ex- Art xvii. 
cellent a benefit of Gt>d," may we not 
equally say — " of what, as Spiritually be- 

Body, as it were tacramentally repreterUing and 
holding forth to the world the Word (Phil. li. IS), 
in whom alone is perwnaUy, immediately, and «ft- 
mittakeably though invisibly set forth the Resuh- 
RBcnoN AMD THE LiPB that shall be hereafter — ^ia 
altogether lott in our received version ; as well as 
the connexion of order (existing in the inspired mind 
of the Apostle, and which he would establish in 
onm also) between the ^ death onto sin " in Bap- 
tism and the ** new birth unto ** a life of jraesent 
grace and " acceptance with God " in the Church. 
For that thi$ is the Resurrection to which he 
would ^'constrain us," as men that have been 
^ baptized into the death of Christ,*' is plain from 
what follows in ver. 6. Compare aJso vv. 8 — 11. 
1)2 
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' gotten of Grod, it is freely given tmto him 
to he in the mystical body of thb 
Cheist : 

(2) for our perpetual admonition "to 

2 Tim. i. 6. stir up the gift of God that is in us," to 

" examine ourselves, whether we 5^ in the 

I Cor. xiii. faith" which we profess, and so to "prove 

our own selves" — "we are very members, 

incorporate in the Mystical Body of the 

Christ*, 80 far forth as (eavwep) we are 

Heb. iii. 14. holding the beginning of our cof^fidence 

stedfast unto the end." 

And what now, with each of us, is that 

"beginning of confidence" on our firm 

hold upon which we dare think of " our 

part in and imth Christ" being suspended? 

Rom. iii. 21. Ib it that Gospel privilege, "borne witness 

to by the Law and the Prophets," of 

Ho8. .\iv. 2. " taking with us words and (/ucra vafipri' 

Heb. iii. 6; ^/q^) turning to the Lord," of which the 

1 Jobn V. U. Apostle had just before said " so far forth 

as we are holding it fast unto the end," 

so far are we that " family and household 

of Grod " over which is set Christ as Grod's 

Sos^ ? No ! This is, indeed, the spiritual 

Israel's triumphant realization of that once 

Ho8. xiv. 4. distant hope : In Thee the fatherless Jind^ 

^' eth mercy : I will heal their backsUdingy 

* Mbtoxoi yikp ytySvafuv tov Xpiorov (Heb. iii. 
14), " we have been ntcuie and are now partakers 
&o" might Reem to have tuggested tliat clause in 
our Liturgy, " we are very meinberg &c.** 
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/ will love them freely ; for Mine anger 
is turned away from him, I will he as 
the dew tmto Israel — his hra/nches shall 
spread, and his beauty shall be as the 
oUve-tree — they that dwell under his 
shadow shall return, they shall revive as 
the com, and yrow as the vine; but in 
all this, what the Apostle terms " the Heb. m. 6, 
exultation of the hope " we have in Christ 
Jesus, is realized in what we now are, nr 
THE FiiESH — ^and there is, as he elsewhere 
writes, an "exulting in Christ Jesus " PMl. iii. 3. 
which has "no confidence in the flesh." 

Is it, then, to our faith that we are to 
trace back " the beginning " in each of us 
of our " confidence toward Grod?" "Faith Heb. xi. 1. 
is," indeed, " the ground of our confidence 
in things hoped for" — it gives them, 
though unseen, a present form and sub- 
sistence to our mind's eye; it is the 
substratum on which they stand as it 
were, externally to ourselves. But, if 
Hope rests on Faith, on what must saving 
Faith itself be based ? Surely, on some- 
thing external to ourselves — on some 
rock " that is higher than " any individual Ps. Ixi. 2. 
" I." " He that would come to Grod must Heb. xi. 6. 
first believe that He is, and is found * a 
rewarder [i. e. not sought in vain'] by those 
who diligently seek Him." 

> fii<r9airod6rtiQ yiypiTW, puUeth Himidf forth, 
fAoketh Himself fdt as &c. 

1)3 
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Now lender this Personal relation, even 
as "the G-od and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who hath blessed ns with 
eveiy spiritual blessing tis (on His part 
intended) to he * of His heavenly Kingdom 
in Christ ; even as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world (to 
this grace) that we should be holy and 
Epb. i. 3—5. without blame before Him in love ; having 
from the first appointed us to stand in 
the relation of sons unto Himself in Jesus 
Christ" — iv ravrji rij vwooTaaei, on this 
ground of a Eaith which " stands not in 
1 Cor. ii. 6. the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
Gk)d" is THE High aitd Holy Oke that 
iNHABiTETH ETBENiTY, presented to a 
Christian man's belief. On the rock of 
this "the glorious" the one ennobling 
1 Tim. vi. " confession " — fi KoKii o/ioXoyia — ^is that 
M\t^' vi ^^^^^^ built, against which the gates of 
18* ^^ *^6 grave have lost their binding power. 
And just as the Apostle calls Gk>D in 
Cheist, " speaking unto us as the Son," 
awavyaofia r^c ^tif'^C ^ac )^apai»'))p rfjc 
vKoardtTetoQ avrov, the reflected image to 
us of the ghry^ and stamp (derived ex- 
pression) qf the Personal and Paternal 
relation to us of Deity — " for Him " (the 
Son of Man), as saith our Lord Himself, 

* iv rdiQ itrovpavioiCt Aogl. ^'for them that^ or 
as teho, should be iwoupavtoi (I Cor. xv. 48)." 
Compare oc (rw^o/iej/oi Acts ii. 47 ; I Cor. i. 18« 
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" hath God the Father set his seal upon "John vi. 27. 
— even so, when he would describe the re- 
lation in which we stand to ^' the Gk>d and 
Pather of our Lord Jesus Christ," after 
being "sealed with that Holy Spirit ofEph.i. 13. 
Promise which" on our admission into 
the Covenant of Faith is given as " the 
earnest of our inheritance " as " children 
of Qt>d, and if children, then heirs ;" yea Rom. viii. 
"heirs of Gt)d, and joint-heirs with 17. 
Christ;" he employs what we may call 
the car-relative term in that Theosophy 1 Cor. i. 30. 
(aoipia dird Gcov) wherein Christ is ouTjJ™®^"** 
" Eighteousness and Sanctification and 
Eedemption," and calls that t^v dpxnv 
TTJQ vnotrrdatwQ (rov XptaroVf = iffxiiy kv 
T^ XpitTT^), which with the judicious 
Hooker " we justly hold to be the door of 
owr acttuil entrance into God's house ; the 
first apparent beginning of Life * ; a seal 
perhaps * to the grace of Election before 
received, but to our sanctification here a 
step that hath not ang before it" — £ccL 
Pol, V. Ix. 3, ed. Keble, 1845. 

On what, then— with this question we 
close the argument — does the Apostle to 
the Hebrews suspend our being still, as 
by the grace of Regeneration in Baptism 

> apxii ftoi ^(»^c t6 pdiTTHTfia : Basil, de ^^pir. 
Sana, c. 10. 

' So Cartwright bad said, after Calvin ; Inst, 
iv. 15. 22. 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



44 WHAT MEAN WE BY THE WOED BEGEKEEATION ? 

we were made "partakers in and with 
Christ," but on our "holding fast unto 
the end" of our probation in the flesh 
that "beginning" of Sonship unto Gtod 
IN Chhist Jesus cub Lobd, " according 
to which " His Church — ^interposed as " a 
Gal. iii. 19. mediator " between Him, and those out- 
casts in Adam whom it is "Acr office 
and ministry" to bring nigh in Chbist 
— ^has prayed that we might have grace 
also to " lead the rest of our lives :" ee- 

MEMBEBINa ALWAYS THAT BaPTISM DOTH 
eefeesent unto us cue FEOFESSIOK, 
WHICH IS TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF 

CUE Savioue Cheist, and in the diligent 
use of all Hjs appointed means of grace 
TO BE MADE more and more like unto 
Him : THAT, AS He died and eose again 

FOE us, so should WE WHO AEE BAP- 
TIZED DIE FEOM SIN AND EISE AGAIN 
UNTO EIGHTEOUSNESS ; CONTINUALLY 
MOETIFYING ALL OUE EVIL AND COEEUPT 
AFFECTIONS, AND DAILY PEQCBEDING IN 
ALL VIETUB AND GODLINESS OF LITING. 
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Among other students of the original, 
and more exact, text of the Christian 
Scriptures — ^unto whom abovfe all, as for 
the sake of all, the Author would commend 
what he has now written "as unto wise 1 Cor. x. l.*^ 
men," under the sanction of that Divine 
admonition : ipevrdre rdq yf>a0a^c9 on vfxtlg 
^oicelTi kv avToTiQ (tafif alwviov cx^"' ' *'*^* 
kKtivai ilaiv at fxaprvpovirai wept efxov — 
there may be some who taking no excep- 
tion to our interpreting the term r^c vtto- 
<rraVea»c (as found in Heb. iii. 14) of the 
relation in which as members of Christ's 
mystical Body we stand to " the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," would 
yet very strongly except to our conclu- 
sion, that the hegifmvng of that our New 
Covenant relation (ij dp\ri r^c vvoaraaEtif^i) 
is, universally and unconditionally, laid in 
the Church's administration of Christian 
Baptism. 
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Now firom such readers it will not be 
too much to ask, and assume as granted — 
what if any man in the face of Matt, xviii. 
1—6. 10, 11, Mark x. 13—16, shaU ven- 
ture to deny, it is for him to prove his 
negative — that when the Divine commis- 
sion was given to the Apostles, (and, in 
them, to the Church which they should 
organize for all Time,) " Go ye into all the 
world a/nd make disciples of all nations,^^ 
it was given without limitation of age, sex, 
or condition ; little children, yea uncon- 
scious infants, not excepted. " The Pbo- 
mise"' — St. Peter assured the conscience- 
stricken and converted among those who 
had denied the Lord that bought them — 
" is unto you, cmd to yowr cMldrenP And 
wheil they, "gladly receiving his word," 
were thereupon baptized, the new mem- 
bers " added on that day" to the Church 
amounted, as we are told, to three thousand 
souls. Why ? Because, doubtless — as in 
the case of Lydia, and of the converted 
keeper of the prison at Philippi, when it 
was said "Believe on the Lord Jestis 
Christ and thou shalt be saved, cmd thy 
Acuxvi. 15. house'^ — every head of a home among them 
^^^>— 34. " was baptized, he and all his straightway." 
Under the general term oi jiaim'Coixtvoty 
then, we may fiiirly conclude St. Paul to 
have spoken of those new converts to 
Christianity who had both themselves, and 
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their children (where there were children) 
and hotMcholdSy baptized into the Death of 
Christ. Compare his mention of "whole 
families" of newly-baptized Christians; 

1 Cor. i. 16; xvi. 15. 19. Col. iv. 15. 

2 Tun. iii. 6. Tit. i. 11. Philem. 2. 

"We propose now to consider, under 
what wew of Christian Baptism it is that 
St. Paul describes its recipients, whether 
adults or infiEuits, as oi fiawriCofitvoi virip 
Twv veKpHy : 1 Cor. xv. 29. 

The ground of the Patriarch Abraham's 
acceptance with God was, as we have seen 
(p. 11), his believing that Ghd is able to 
raise even from the dead ; and the practi- 
cal test and proof of his having this faith 
was when, though first among "the pro- 
mises" which he had " received" was In 
the line of Isaac shall thy seed be, he offered Heb. xi. 17 
the child of his old age, his only child " by —-l^-. 
promise," on that "mount of the I^ord" (^en/JxiL 
on which the truth of his words Jehovah 14. 
JIBEH was afterwards to be seen. Then, as 
St. James writes, was that Scripture fulfilled James ii. 21 
which tells us — for ov/r example (Bom. iv. ~^^' 
23, 24,) and encouragement in believing — 
that because Abraham believed Ood, he had 
righteousness imputed to him, which the 
Day of Christ should make known as " the Rom. iii. 21 
righteousness of God bv faith." On this 22 ; x. 6*. 
ground of acceptance also was he " called 2Chron. xx. 
the Friend of Gk)d," and thus in common 7- l8a.xli.8. 
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alike with Enoch, and with Noah, and 

Gen. V. 24; others who "in their generation'*^ Were 

xvif L^' "perfect and entire, falling short in no 

James i. 4. part" of their walk with God ; and with 

John XV. 9. those whom, as " continuing in His love 

1*» 15- and doing whatsoever He commanded 

them," the Son of Man conversed with 

less as servants, than as friends —Abraham 

was virtually " an inheritor of the righte- 

Heb. xi. 7. ousness which is on the score of faith," 

at the same time that in " the life which 

Gal. ii. 20. he lived in the flesh" he was the ty^e and 

Rom. iv. 1. covenant-father of the faithftil in every 

age ; inasmuch as that " righteousness of 

Rom. iv. 11. faith," which he had " yet being uncircum- 

^- cised," was on God's part ready to be 

imputed to them also. 

And if we look, now, to " the children " 
Lukevii.29.in whom this wisdom of Gt>d was to be 
^1 ■• 16 "justified" — ^the spiritual seed, namely, of 
Abraham ; the mystical Christ, " which is 
the blessed company of all fitithful peo- 
ple " — is it not by that faith, which from 
the days of the Apostles has offered the 
whole (yea, even the unconscious infant's) 
body of inborn Sm to be by G^'s grace 
destroyed in the symbolical grave of Bap- 
Gal, iv. 28. tism, that "we " who, " as Isaac was, are 

John i. 13. CHILDBEN OP PROMISE : BEGOTTEN NOT 
OF THE WILL OF THE FLESH, NOB OF THE 

WILL OF MAN, BUT OF GoB," havc been 
Heh. xi. 19. received into the Church as " in a figure " 
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(which to the faith of our spiritual Mother 
is " a sign and Sacrament" of a far greater 

thing) ALIVE AFTEE HAVING BEEN DEAD ? Rom. vi. 13. 

raised, as we are, from the death of Sin, 

and in the life of Eighteousness which we 

are to " live by faith in the Son of G-od Gal. ii. 20. 

who loved us and gave Himself for us," 

made heirs in hope of a Life wherein, even 

as Good's " First-bom from the Dead," we Col. i. 18. 

shall " die no more ;" but — as sons now Rom. vi. 9. 

{yioC) not simply children {tekiol) of GtOD, 

because sons now, not simply children, 

OF THE Eesfeeection — "when Christ, Luke xx. 

who is ov/r (now hidden) Life in Chd,^\ ••34 

shall be revealed, then also sh^ oti/r i/nhe- • '• » • 

ritance uoith Him be revealed in glory." 

And this grace of our Regeneration 
" unto a living hope, by the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the Dead ; unto an 
inheritance (as saith the Apostle) incor- 1 Pet. i. 3— 
ruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not ^• 
away, reserved in Heaven for us who " in 
the Church on earth " are being kept by 
the power of God, through faith, unto 
Salvation ready to be revealed at the end 
of Time " — is not this the eternal " Peg- Acts xiii. 
mise made unto the fathers " of old time, ^• 
and "fulfiUed unto us, their children" in^'''' ""*• 
that God hath declared to uej by His Son 
" The hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of John ▼. 25. 
Gk)d, and they that hear shall live ?" in 

£ 
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that G-oD hath revealed to us by His 
Spirit, that " to this end are these gkd 

1 Pet iv. 6. tidings addressed to us even when dead in 
Eph. 11. 1. 3. ^^ggpfj^gg^ and sins, that our judgment (as 
Col. ii. 3. TiKva 0vff€t opy^c) may be on us so far 

2 Pet. i. 4. only as we a/re men, in flesh ; but that as 

having part in Ood (yevdfxevoi Qelac koi' 
vwyol fffvaiiao) we yet may have Life, in 
Spirit?'' 

The Church's administration, then, of 
Christian Baptism — the first act wherein 
her faith ministers to that " grace which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
2 Tim. i. 9. world began;'* and, as we infer from the 
Actsxxii. words of Ananias to his elect "brother 
13. 16'. Saul," And now why tarriest thou? arise, 
and have thyself baptized, and thy sins 
washed away, by calling with us vpon the 
Hooker, E. Name of the Lord, " to our sanctification 
P.ttW«t;>ra. (to God's visible service) here that step 
which hath not any before it" — the 
Church's administration of Holy Baptism, 
we say, is essentially va-f p ribv veKpHv ; an 
administration on behalf (and, as the cer- 
tain inference would seem to be, for the 
spiritual good) of those who are spiritually 
dead. And weU, therefore, on the very 
threshold of this " door of actual entrance 
into G-od's house ;" well, when she pravs 
that through the grave, from which she 
recovers her little ones "in a figure," a 
door of entrance may be found for them 
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into a better Canaan, than had been 
promised to God's typical Israel; well 
does she preface this petition with these 
most significant worij, "Almighty and 
immortal G-od, the aid of all that need, 
the Helper of all that flee to Thee for 
succour, the Life of them that believe and 
the Eesurrection of the Dead; we call 
upon Thee for these Infants [or these 
adult persons] that they, coming to Thy 
holy Baptism, may receive remission of 
their sins by spiritual regeneration." 

Under this view we believe St. Paul to 
have described the earlj'- Christian cate- 
chumens, and candidates for admission 
into the Church by Baptism, as oi jiawTi* 
(ofievoi viTEp Twv vtKp^v, ^'^ they that a/re 
having themselves and all theirs baptized 
with a baptism which is not toith water 
only tmto repentance^ but which has the 
Promise of the Eternal Father annexed Acts i. 4, 5 ; 
to it; a baptism with that 'gift of the^M^^^^- 
Holy Ghost which provides for the grace ^^*' 
of repentance being, as God toould have it kotA e«^i; : 
be, a repentance tmto Life; a baptism g^JJ* ^^• 
which, impressed with the assurance of 
Scripture (Isa. xxvi. 19) thy dead shall 
liiVB, is the seal of those * good tidings to Mark xvi. 
every creature:' Awake thou that sleepest, ^^' 
and arise from the dead, and light shall Eph. v. 14. 
ARISE UPON THEE (Isa. Ix. 1) in the P^- J°^*i3**^l 
son (and so, by derivation from Him, in John i.'^ " 
E 2 
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the Cliurcli and mystical Body) of the 
Christ*.'* 

' 'ETTi^o/'crei <ro» 6 Xpterroc — The Apostle is evi- 
dently speaking here, not of Christ as for a time 
** known in the flesh " (2 Cor. v. 16), but of the 
cucended Christ, as ** now no longer seen " nop 
brought under our perception, save in that Spi- 
ritual Presence of the Son within our hearts, 
wherein the promised Comforter was to convince 
our world of its new day of Righteousness, and (if 
it will ttork out God's purpose towards it) of Sanc- 
tification also, and Redemption (John xvi. 10. 
Rom. v. 5. Gal. iv. 6> — and yet more, as that 
Word of Light and Life (greater assurance of 
which have we now, than had many Prophets and 
Kings which were before us), " whereunto," writes 
St. Peter (addressing newly-baptized Christians), 
" ye do wdl to take Medt as unto a light shining in 
a dark place, until the Day dawu and (Christ Him- 
self as) the Day-star arise in your hearts :" 2 Pet. 
i. 19. 

Thus the path of the spiritually /iMt is as the <Ain- 
ing Ligkt of this world is ; for, as in nature, so in 
grace ^ the Light '' skifMlh more and moret from the 
first faint " gift of the Christ " in Baptism, unto 
tlie perfect day of Spiritual illumination wherein 
•* the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
the glory " which in the Son is ours, permits us 
by slow degrees to ^'know what is tiie hope to 
which He hath called us, and what the riches of 
the glory of being His heritage in the Church ; 
and what the exceeding greatness of His power 
as put forth on us believers, after the example 
of that chief putting forth of His inherent might 
which He put forth on the Person of His Anointed, 
when He raised Him from the Dead" (Eph. i. 
17-20). 

Under this view of what the Regeneration is— 
of which we believe our Lord to have spoken by 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



POSTSCEIPT. 53 

On the ground, then, that the Church 
invites the spiritually dead to her admi- 

anticipation, when He said (Luke xviii. 8), '^ Shall 
THE Son of Man, when the day of His power and 
glory is comb, find faith upon the earth ? — Wo 
have already interpreted and applied that impor- 
tant text of Scripture : ivl H kKaort^ rifiStv kSdOri 
V X<ip*C Kard t6 ukrpov rrjg dutptac rov Xptffrov : 
Eph. iy. 7. «The True Light which Hghteth 
every man that cometh into the world" (John 
i. 9) — the communicating Angel of the Mosaic 
Covenant (6 \a\&v r^ Mfi>v(ry : Acts vii. 38. 44), 
who spake also to the Patriardis and by the Pro- 
phets—the Kving Son that was dead (Rev. i. 18) 
and now hath everlasting " Life in Himself," even 
in that Spiritual Manhood which He hath taken 
¥p into God, with " power over all flesh " to give 
Life to whom, and on what terms. He will— in all 
this we trace that '< grace of God our Saviour," and 
that "free gift, conveyed in the grace of the One 
Redeeming Man Jesus Christ," which, ** super' 
abounding (as the Apostle labours to describe it) 
where Sin had abounded," was to be a gratuitous 
discharge ** from many offences," under many and 
Tcnious meatwret of lAgkt and Knovdedge^^lQ oiicai- 
iamv Zutijc — to the enjoyment, under a$ many varied 
measures of grace and glory, of one common state of 
Justification, i. e. " acquittal and free power to 
live," through the mediation of Christ. Rom. v. 
15—18. 1 Cor. XV. 22. 

It is in exact agreement, then, with all that has 
been revealed to us both of the fore-ordered plan, 
and of the full and final manifestation, of Mankind's 
Regeneration in Christ, the second Adam, that 
now, under the last and crowning Dispensation of 
this great "prevenient grace" of Grod, the New 
Spiritual Man should be slowly and gradually 
raised up, as in the whole body of the mystical 
Christ on earth, so also in every member of the 
£3 
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nistration of Holy Baptism ; that, in the 
case even of Adults coming to receive it,' 
she pro/ys for them as for the spiritually 
dead who in themselves are (not physically 
only, but spiritually), incapable * as yet of 

same, whatever may be his vocation and ministry 
in the Church. '* There is one glory," we know, 
'^ of the sun ; and anctker glory of the moon, and 
yet another glory of the stars : nay, one titar even 
differeth from another star in glory/' Even so, the 
Apostle tells us, it mil be in the Resurrection from 
the Dead ; an/d even so, he by implication tells us 
also, it u fwvD, in the Church — the likeness, the an- 
ticipation, and (if we are not greatly wanting to 
ourselves) the foretaste of what shall be hereafter 
our /minion 0/ Christ's gloriaus Godhead. " Unto 
every one o/usir given his measure ofgracey propor- 
tioned to the measure of Grod's free gift unto him 
of the Spiritual Manhood of Christ, the second 
Adam." And so, while etery member of thb 
Christ " hath his proper gift of God, one after this 
manner, another after that," though in the One 
Body there be " diversities of gifto," it is stUl *' the 
same Spirit ;" and though there be '< differences of 
administrations," it is still ^ the same Lord ;" and 
though there be '* diversities of infused abilities," 
it is ** the same God " who is ^ the internal worker 
of them all in all :" 1 Cor. vii. 7 ; xii. 4—6. 

1 This Scriptural and just estimate of the spi- 
ritual condition of every one, as in the sight of 
God he comes to the Church's administration of 
Holy Baptism — no matter vihat his "prevenient 
grace " of Repentance and conversion toward God, 
and faith in the saving Name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ — suggests an answer to the objection which, 
to the great disparagement of this Sacrament, has 
been too hastily built on what we know of the bap- 
tized life of Simon Magus : Acts viii. 13 — 24. 
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"presenting their bodies a living sacri-Rom. xii. 1. 
fice, holy, acceptable unto God through ^ P®*- "• ^* 

This man, after that he had received Christian 
baptism at the hands of Philip the Evangelist, was 
told by one greater than Philip, and who had the 
power (Acts v. 3. 9) of reading the very thoughts 
of his heart, that *' he had neither part nor lot in ** 
that higher grace of ^' Apostleship " (Rom. i. 5) — 
that personal manifestation and utterance {iv rif 
\6yy TovTtfi) of the Presence of the Christ, the 
Spiritual Man, in the ministering body of His 
people (2 Cor. iv. 10), upon which, as for the time 
visibly and miraculoudy conveyed '* by the laying- 
on of the Apogtlet* hands," the worldly and ambi- 
tious, and still '' carnal " and tin-regenerated heart 
of this mere ** babe in Christ " (1 Cor. iii. 1) is seen 
to have been set. And yet, though the Holy 
Apostle tells him " I perceive that thou stili art 
in the gall of bitterness [that root of the old Adam, 
th&t fcSling short of the grace of God (Heb. xii. 16), 
60 deeply imbedded in the heart of the natural 
man] and in the bond of iniquity,*' he does not 
consider him to have so utterly fallen from the 
grace given him in his baptism (Art. xvi.) as to 
be precluded now from the exercise of that virtual 
priesthood with which Baptism invests those who 
in the Name of our all-sufficient High Priest, have 
been *^ broueht nigh ** to God as *' sprinkled with 
the blood of Jesus Christ" (Eph. ii. 13. 1 Pet. 
i. 2). ** Repent "—he says—" of this thy wicked- 
ness, and pray God, if haply [or, whereby, it may be"] 
the thougnt of thine heart shall be forgiven thee." 
And was it not of returning grace, think we, that 
^ Simon answered " unto this admonition to ** stir 
up the gift of Grod " which after the measure of a 
babe in Christ was still " in him " — *' and said. Pray 
ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things 
which ye have spoken come upon me V* 
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Jesus Clirist;'* that first she calls upon 
God the Father, saying, " Eegard, we be- 
seech Thee, the supplications of Thy 
Congregation; sanctify this water to the 
rm/8tical washing away of Sin, and grant 
that these persons [or, these children] now 
to be baptized therein may receive the 
Luke V. \7. fulness of Thy grace; and ever remain 
Acts 11. 47. ^ ^what now the power of the Lord is 
present to add them fmto] the number of 
Thy faithfiil and elect children;" then 
thanks God for them as " hemg now rege- 
nerate and grafted into the body of Christ's 
Church," and prays withal " that they may- 
lead the rest of their lives according to this 
beginning'^ — on this ground may we best 
meet the objections of some among us 
who question or speak doubtfully (or, at 
best, in the language of charitable hypo- 
thesis, and hope) of what our Church 
publicly "declares and pronounces" as 
well of baptized Infants as Adults ; and 
argue with them, mutatis mutandis, as 
the Apostle argues in his defence of 
that cardinal truth of Christianity, on 
which the Catholic doctrine of Baptismal 
Eegeneration hinges. "Else what shall 
ri t6 64te- they do," he asks — ^what good is to come 

x?h2^ ^°^* ^^ ^^^* *^®y ^^ — "who are daily applying 
for Baptism on behalf of them that are 
dead, if (as it has been said among you) 
in no case are dead men raised (cl SXwg 
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PtKpol ovK kydpovraC) ? Why is it — let 
the opponents of this Gospel truth but 
cLsh themselves, why is *^— that men apply 
for Baptism on behalf of them that are 
dead? Why, too, do we'^ — Christ's Apos- 
tles and Evangelists (2 Cor. iv. 1 — 14), 
by " preaching in Jesus the !Resurreetion Acts iv. 2. 
of the Dead," and baptizing our converts 33; xvii. 18. 
in this faith — " put our very lives in peril 
every hour?" Why, hut hecause both we 
and iihey verily believe what He who is 
Himself the Itestmrection and the Life 
hath said: He that belebveth in Mb, 

EVEN THOUGH HE DIE, SHALL LIVE : AlTD 
WHOSOEVER LIVETH AND BELIEVETH IN 
Me SHALL NOT DIE ETEBNALLY. John xi. 25, 

So far the Apostle of the whole Gentile ^• 
world — and would now that " in the Name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ," we of the Church 
of England being gathered together (as 
was the Church of Corinth) both Clergy i Cor. v. 4. 
and People, and his spirit animating and 
directing ail our consultations, the same 
line of argument might be as effectually 
impressed upon the reason and conscience 
of every one who has need of it. The 
writer of these pages has aimed but to 
suggest from Scripture a conclusion, which 
if we would see established among us " in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power," 1 Cor. ii. 4. 
WE MUST PBAY first, and for our entire 
Church and Kingdom lift up our voices 
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and say, " O Lord, raise up (we pray Thee) 
Thy power, and come among us, and with 
great might succour us ; that whereas, 
through our sins and wickedness, we are 
sore let and hindered in running the race 
that is set before us. Thy bountiful grace 
and mercy may speedily help and deliver 
us, through the satis^ction of Thy Son 
our Lord ; to whom with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost be honour and glory, world 
without end." Amen. 



THE END. 



Gilbert & Hivinqton, Printers, 
St. John's Square, London. 

Digitized by Google 



BOOKS 

LATELY PUBLISHED 

By F, & J. RIVINGTON, 

ST. Paul's church yard, and waterlog place. 



I. 
ANNOTATIONS on the APOSTOLICAL 

EPISTLES. Designed chiefly for Students of the 
Greek Text. By THOMAS WILLIAMSON PEILE, 
D.D., Head Master of Repton School ; and late Fellow 
and Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
VOL. I. (containing ROMANS and CORINTHIANS), 

169. 

VOL. II. (containing GALATIANS — THESSALO- 
NIANS), 98, 

%* Tke Thibd Volume ii in preparation, 

SERMONS. By theRev. FRANCIS B. 

WOODWARD, M.A.,Cui-ate of St Stephen's, Dublin. 
In 12mo. 7'- 6(f. 

III. 
The CHRISTIAN LIFE : a Manual of Sacred 
Verse. By the Rev. ROBERT MONTGOMERY, M. A., 
Author of "The Omnipresence of the Deity." Third 
Edition, In a pocket volume. 68, 
IV. 

ENGLISH BALLADS, and other POEMS. By 
LORD JOHN MANNERS. In small 8vo. As. 

V, 

A HANDBOOK of GREEK SYNONYMES. 

From the French of A. PILLON, Librarian of the 
Bibliothdque Royale, Paris. Edited, with Notes, by the 
Rev. T. K. ARNOLD, M.A., Rector of Lyndon, and 
late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. In 12mo. 
68, 6d. 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



,y Google 



K 



^I.hlli 



123c 



Ut - ,^. 






T'C 
















by Google 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY F. AND J. RIVINGTON. 

A GENERAL VIEW of the DOCTRINE 

of REGENERATION in BAPTISM. By 
CHRISTOPHER BETHELL, D.D., Lord Bishop of 
Bangor. Fifth Edition. In 8vo. 9<. 

VII. 

The GREEK TESTAMENT ; with a critically 
revised Text ; a Digest of various Readings ; Marginal 
References to Verbal and Idiomatic Usage ; and a co- 
pious Critical and Exegetical Commentary in English. 
Including the results of the labours of the roost recent 
foreign Commentators. For the Use of Theological 
Students and Ministers. By HENRY ALFORD, M.A., 
Vicar of Wymeswuld, Leicestershire, and late Fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. In 2 vols. 8vo. Vol. I. 

VIII. 

GROTIUS de VERITATE RELIGIONIS 

CHRISTIANiE. A New Edition, with ENGLISH 
NOTES and lUustraUons. For the Use of Students. 
By the Rev. J. E. MIDDLETON, M.A., of Trinity 
College, Cambridge ; Lecturer on Theology at St. Bees' 
College. In 12mo. 6*. 

IX. 
The CHRISTIAN CHARACTER: SixSermons 
preached in Lent. Contei^its :~ 1. The Christian 'h Faith. 
2. The Christian's Love. 3. The Christian's Hope. 
4. The Christian's Charity. 5. The Christian's Joy and 
Sorrow. 6. The Christian prejuired for Death. By 
JOHN JACKSON, M. A., Rector of St. James's, West- 
minster, and Chaphdu in Ordinai'y to the Queen. Second 
EdilMm. In small 8vo. 4». 

PAROCHIAL SKETCHES. In Verse. By the 

Rey. ROBERT WILSON EVANS, RD., Vicar of 

Heversham, Author of "The Rectoi^ of Valehead," and 

'' The Bishopric of Souls." TTt^ WoodauU. In small 

0. 6». 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



d by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




b,^ogle 



d by Google 



